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Presidentôs Message 
My fellow Cemeterians, 

 

We are nearly half-way through 2009. The CCA Suppliers Expo was 

again a success. The committee, Chairman Matt Knowlton, Mark Hem-

mann & Pam Metzner pulled it all together. Not withstanding the decorat-

ing group consisting of Sue Wightman, Jeff Pelletier and Kevin Gerckens 

- they brought in shirts, pictures, green sand, blow-up trees and hula girls. 

The vendors even decorated their own booths and many of the attendees 

dressed in the Hawaiian fashion. Aqua Turf with it's full cooperation had 

island music playing in the background, supplied Hawaiian food and even 

had Mai Tais with and without alcohol. I like to thank all of you for your 

support of this event. 

 

June 11th will be our Mid-Year meeting to be held at Cinzano's in Fair-

field. Our format is to have five of our past presidents serving on a panel. 

They will be given questions & scenarios to see how "In their vast experi-

ences and wisdom" they might respond. I invite all to submit questions 

and scenarios that you would like to see presented. Please forward these to 

myself at ctcem@juno.com or P.O. Box 227, Milford, Ct. 06460. We will 

try and have a full range of topics. 

 

Recently I received an email from a fellow cemeterian in Vermont. Patrick 

Healey of Green Mount Cemetery in Montpelier reported the theft of a 

cross that resembles a tree. This a 125 year old plus brown stone cross 

with two branches having 2 roses carved on it. The base is approximately 

8.5 inches square and stands approximately 18 inches tall. The only lead 

so far is a white / light colored Magnum wagon with Connecticut plates 

that was seen in the area taking pictures. If everyone would keep this in 

mind, it may show up at flea markets, antique shops, garage sales or on the 

internet. Please pass this information to others and contact Patrick Healey 

or one of our board members if you can help in retrieving this cross. 

 

The NECA Conference this year will be held in Nashua, N.H. on June 29 

through July 2. The keynote speaker will the one and only Dr. Henry Lee, 

well known forensic scientist, and from Connecticut. If you need informa-

tion please contact our past president - Dale Fiore or Myself. 

 

Once again thank you for your support. 

 

Raymond Scholl 

President, ,CEO 

Connecticut Cemetery Association.  
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Date:  June 11, 2009 

 

Time:   10:30 Registration / 11:00 Meeting

  

Cost:   $25.00 

 

Place:  Cinzanoôs Restaurant, 1920 Black 

  Rock Turnpike,  Fairfield, CT 

 

Come listen to a panel answer all your questions!  

Your sure to learn something from these wizened past presidents.  

(Contact Martha Smart for more information (203) 734-3577) 

 

ñWhen a man assumes a public trust, he should consider himself as public 
property.ò 

 - Thomas Jefferson.  

THE WISDOM OF THE PRESIDENTS 

2009 Annual Meeting & Conference 

June 29ñJuly 2 

Radisson Hotel, Nashua New Hampshire 

 

Special Guest Speaker 

Dr. Henry Lee 
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The Sedlec Ossuary is a small Roman 

Catholic chapel, located beneath the 

Cemetery Church of All Saints in Sedlec, 

a suburb of Kutná Hora in the Czech Re-

public. The ossuary contains approxi-

mately 40,000-70,000 human skeletons 

which have been artistically arranged to 

form decorations and furnishings for the 

chapel. 

In 1278 the Cistercian abbot of Sedlec, 

Henry, traveled to Palestine and the óHoly 

Landô, bringing home a sample of earth 

from Golgotha which was later, upon his 

return, sprinkled over the grounds of his 

local cemetery. The grounds were imme-

diately considered scared, and hence be-

came a much sought after location for 

relatives to bury their dead. In the 14th 

century, the Black Death spread the bu-

bonic plague across Europe and now 

30,000 bodies all wanted a resting place 

within the sacred grounds. Such vast 

numbers of dead led to the creation of the 

ossuary in 1511 by a half-blind monk who 

gathered up the bones to be stacked up 

within the ossuary, making space for new 

corpses. 

In 1870, Frantiġek Rint, a woodcarver, 

was employed to put the bone heaps into 

order and he imaginatively composed the 

bones into works of art; amongst his crea-

tions is a chandelier containing every 

bone in the human body. 

  Sedlec Ossuary  
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FEATURED CEMETERIES 
 

Monsignor Daniel J. Plocharczyk, Pastor 

Sue Wightman, Director 

Paul Popielarczyk, Sales 

Angel Morales, Manager 

Peter Olko, Assistant Manager 

Name of Cemetery:  Sacred Heart Cemetery, New Britain 

Cemetery Type:  Catholic 

Established:  1913 

Acreage:  25 

Interments per year:  130 

Burial of Cremains per year:  15 

Do you have a Crematory?  No 

Do you have a mausoleum?  No 

Do you have a columbarium?  No 

Famous people:  No 

Employees:  3 Full Time, 1 Part Time  -  4 Full Time Seasonal 

Special Events: 

Flag planting ceremony with Sacred Heart School children 2 days prior to Memorial Day 

Memorial Day Service for veterans Sunday before Memorial Day 

All Souls Dayð A mass at Sacred Heart Church and a procession of thousand to the cemetery.   

Thousands of candles burn for a week lighting up the night sky.  

Additional Comments:  We are expanding by purchasing 4.846 acres of property from The Daughters 

of Mary and will assume responsibility for their cemetery ñThe Immaculate Conception Cemetery.ò  
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FEATURED CEMETERIES (contõd) 
 

Name of Cemetery:  Pine Grove Cemetery Association, Inc. 

Cemetery Type:  Non ProfitðNon Sectarian 

Established:  1854  Incorporated 1887 

Acreage:  100-New Pine / Grove 35-Old Pine Grove 

Burials per year:  350 

Cremations per year:  60-75 

Do you have a crematory?  Yes 

Do you have a mausoleum?  No 

Do you have a columbarium?  Yes and we plan on establishing new sections in the future 

Famous people:  None world famous but some locally famous 

Employees:    Craig A. Fleming Superintendent., Lynn Stenger Assistant  Superintendent,  

  John V. Ryan Crematory Operator;  

             5 Full-Time   -  3 Seasonal 

Special Events:  None 

Additional Comments:  The Crematory was opened in 1984 and is now the LARGEST  in the state    

doing over 1200 cremations a year. 
  

A Special monument to commemorate the loss of a loved one in the 911 attack 
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BOARD HAPPENINGS 

Your Board of Directors had a meeting On May 14 at John Sullivan's restaurant in An-

sonia.  At the meeting, Membership Chairman Bronson Hawley reported that he and 

President Raymond Scholl had spent the afternoon of May 11 visiting cemeteries in the 

Stamford area to promote CCA membership in lower Fairfield county.  Woodland ceme-

tery in Stamford will be sending representatives to the next meeting of the membership on 

June 11.  

 

Craig Neal, Legislative chairman, reported that Bill #5138, "an act concerning the place-

ment of flags on veterans' graves" was passed. Craig and his committee were successful in 

crafting amendments that permit the fags to be placed the Saturday before Memorial Day 

and have them removed by the Monday after the fourth of July.  This gives cemetery staff 

the time to properly prepare the grounds before the long Memorial Day weekend, without 

interruption. The original wording of the bill permitted the flags to be placed two weeks 

before Memorial Day. 

  

The next meeting of the membership will be held on June 11, at Cinzano's restaurant in 

Fairfield. All members should have received a flyer by now and the Board hopes that as 

many as possible will attend. A this meeting, past presidents of 

CCA will be answering questions submitted by the membership 

ahead of time 

    We hope to see you there! 

  

Respectfully submitted, Bronson K. Hawley 

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NEVER TOO YOUNG TO REMEMBER 
With a little prayer and a lot of gratitude, 7th grade 

students from Sacred Heart School in New Britain 

take time from their busy schedules to visit Sacred 

Heart Cemetery and place a flag at each veteranõs 

monument.  Special thanks to their teachers          

Ms.  Wodatch and Mrs. Gruszkiewica for helping to 

make this special event happen each year.  And a 

thank you to Sister Mary Janice for leading us in 

prayer and documenting the event with pictures.

     

    Sue Wightman 

    Sacred Heart Cemetery 



Catholic Cemeteries Conference will hold its annual School of Leadership and 

Management Excellence program at John Carroll University July 12-16, 

2009.  This intensive academic program is designed to provide participants with 

the knowledge, skill-set and resources in the four key areas of Catholic Ceme-

tery operations, namely:  Land Management and General Operations, Management 

and Human Resources, Sales and Marketing, and Theology and Psychology of 

Death and Dying.  Class are taught by leading Catholic Cemetery professionals as 

well as the leading business professor's from the JCU's prestigious Boler School of 

Business.  The program is open to all Catholic Cemeterians and employees regard-

less of prior educational background.  For more information, please contact (888) 

850-8131. 

  

Respectfully, 

 

Craig S. Neal, Vice President   

I want to welcome you to the Summer 2009 edition 

of the Connecticut Cemetery Newsletter!  As we con-

tinue to expand the scope and quality of our newslet-

ter, I want to encourage you to submit articles, po-

ems, facts, and or questions of interest that you would 

like to see in the newsletter.   

I hope you enjoy the Summer issue and Iôll see you in 

June at the ñWisdom of the Presidentsò  meeting in 

Fairfield, CT June 11th. 

Religious News 

Note From The New Editor 

Cemetery HumorñCemetery Puns 

If you are lactose intolerant then you shouldnôt choose cremation. 

An unpleasant person who works at a grave yard is a malignant tomber. 

When all your brain cells have stopped firing, it's time for a few-neural. 

Gravediggers are overweight due to their cemetery lifestyle. 

They held a funeral for the Scotsman's lover. Most touching was the ewelogy. 

When the joke writer was near death after a long and dedicated career, all his past 

typos were forgiven by an editor in a sacred ritual called the anointing of the [sic]. 

Officers: 

 

Raymond C. Scholl, President 

Milford Cemetery Assoc. 

203.874.8998  

 

Kenneth A. Hedman, 

Immediate Past President 

Plainville Cemetery Assoc. 

860.747.2314  

 

Craig S. Neal 

Vice President 

Catholic Cemetery Assoc. 

Archdiocese of Hartford 

203.239.2557  

 

Martha Smart 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Pine Grove Cemeter:y Assoc. 

Ansonia 

203.734 -3577 

 

Directors: 

 

Craig A. Fleming 

Pine Grove Cemetery Assoc. 

Waterbury 

203.753.0776  

 

Kevin Gerckens 

Mt. St. Peter Cemetery 

Derby 

203-735-2831 

 

Bronson K. Hawley 

Oak Lawn Cemetery Assoc. 

Fairfield 

203.259.0458  

 

Matthew Knowlton  

In Memoriam Cemetery 

Wallingford 

203.269.9840  

 

Jeffrey P. Pelletier Evergreen 

Cemetery Assoc. 

Watertown 

860.274.4151  

 

Susan L. Wightman 

Sacred Heart Cemetery 

New Britain 

860.229.0081  
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Sue Wightman 
Connecticut Cemetery Assoc 

158 Broad Street 

New Britain, CT 06053 

Tele:  860.229.0081 ext. 19 

Fax:  860.826.4721 


